
River Nene: Castor Back Channel – Project Update 

 

 
On the 9th of September the River Restoration Centre held a training course at Peterborough. Part of 
this course involved a visit to the Castor Back channel which was restored in spring 2012. Upon 
visiting the site it was clear that the project has been a success. However like any project there are 
some issues which were the subject of debates amongst RRC members at the site. 
 

Background 

The Castor backchannel was identified under studies looking into backchannels and restoring fish 

and eel Habitat by the Environment Agency and The Wildlife Trust. Although in summer the dense in 

channel vegetation provided flow variations, in winter when this died back the flow was fast and 

uniform. This, coupled with significant poaching meant that there was a high amount of erosion. The 

subsequent over silting resulted in minimal fish spawning sites. 

 

Project objectives 

 Reduce the impact of sediment inputs 

 Create a greater diversity of in-stream habitats throughout the year 

 Improve fish spawning habitats 

 Provide refuge areas for fish in high flows 

 Provide more shade over the channel 

 Improve access for Anglers 

 

Project Implementations 

 Installed faggot flow deflectors to create variable environments  

 Introduced gravel for fish spawning 

 Created refuge pools for fish 

 Re-profiled and protected eroding banks 

 Created a cattle drinker and dog dip 

 Fenced the banks to protect the river from cattle 

 

Project Update 

Overall the project appears to have been a success with many of the implementations continuing to 

positively impact the channel. They have lasted the wet winters of the past few years which is a 

testament to the project design. 

 

One of the main issues was in winter when the in-stream vegetation died and resulted in a uniform 

channel depth and velocity. The flow deflectors have given the channel a variety of flows throughout 

the year. When on site it was hard to identify the features as they are so well established, the 

vegetation has covered them and given the impression that they are natural.  

 

An increase in fish sightings and the flourishing of the Angling club (which was once on its knees) 

shows how the gravel has had an influence. The channel is greatly improved in regards to its fish 

spawning habitats and fish are regularly seen mating in season.    

 



The cattle fencing and new drinking point have succeeded in protecting the banks from poaching. 

Riparian vegetation has been allowed to establish on the banks, however it is now starting to 

become overgrown.  

 

On site there was a debate about how this should be dealt with. The project initially planned to 

allow the farmer to occasionally graze the banks. However the area is fairly small and the farmer 

probably does not want to risk losing some of his cattle. It has also been suggested that the fence 

should be moved back to allow for more room. However this leads to more issues regarding land 

ownership. Furthermore, some delegates on site believed that the angling club should maintain the 

vegetation as they are benefiting from it. 

 

Some interesting issues involving the future management of projects certainly arose from the castor 

back channel visit. 

 

 If you would like to find out more about the project click here 

 

 

 

http://www.nenevalleynia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Castor-Back-Channel-Case-Study-Final-241112-standard.pdf

